The regular meeting of the Harrisville City Council was held on January 11, 2016 at the City Office.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Dobis and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Present: Mayor Dobis, Treasurer Keerl, Clerk Pierce. Council Members: Kaiser, Luenberger, Baird, Thomas, Sanderson, Attorney Cook and guests. Absent: Crick.
Motion by Baird, support by Kaiser to approve the minutes of December14, 2015. Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Thomas, support by Luenberger to pay the bills in the amount of $22,526.85. Motion carried 5-0. 
Motion by Sanderson, support by Baird to confirm David Cook as City Attorney. Motion carried 5-0. 
Motion by Sanderson, support by Luenberger to set City Council meeting times, at City Hall, as the 2nd Monday of the Month at 7:00 P.M. Motion carried 5-0. 
Motion by Baird, support by Kaiser to appoint Joan Crick as Mayor Pro Tem. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Thomas, support by Baird to appoint Marjory French as Deputy Clerk for the City of Harrisville. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Baird, support by Thomas to appoint Sharon O’Callaghan as Deputy Treasurer for the City of Harrisville. Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Thomas, support by Luenberger to appoint Jim Kaiser as Street and Sidewalk Administrator. Motion carried: 5-0.

Motion by Sanderson, support by Thomas to reconfirm Clerk as City Census Administrator for 2016. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Baird, support by Kaiser to confirm Karen Sanderson as Chamber of Commerce Representative for 2016. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Luenberger, support by Baird to confirm Jim Kaiser as FEMA Representative for 2016. Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Luenberger, support by Baird, to confirm Tom Keerl as Web Site Coordinator for 2016. Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Sanderson, support by Baird to confirm appointments of Phil Stheiner and Ernie Andree, to the Tax Board of Review for the term ending December 31, 2016. Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Kaiser, support by Baird to appoint Joan Crick, Karen Sanderson and Abigail Thomas to the Memorial Committee for the term ending December 31, 2018. Motion carried: 5-0.

Motion by Luenberger, support by Baird to appoint Jack Brewer, Tom Keerl, and Mickey Higgins to the Airport Commission for the term ending December 31, 2018. Motion carried: 5-0.

Motion by Sanderson, support by Luenberger to give Clerk approval to advertise for the following vacancies to be filled: Planning Commission-1 vacancy, Tax Board of Review-1 vacancy, one alternate vacancy. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Sanderson, support by Baird to reconfirm and accept the investment policy of 2015 as presented by the Treasurer for 2016 using the following banks: Huron Community Bank, Alpena Alcona Area Credit Union, Northland Area Federal Credit Union, First Federal of Northern Michigan, and Chemical Bank. Motion carried: 5-0.

Motion by Sanderson, support by Thomas for approval for Clerk to submit the MDOT Application for use of M-72 and US-23 for annual activities use permit for 2016.  Motion carried 5-0.

Mayor Dobis accepted the petition signatures of concerned citizens which was generated because of the lack of adequate cell phone service, as presented by Cheryl Peterson, co-chairman of the Harrisville Business Association. Discussion centered around safety concerns that inadequate cell phone service curtails, as well as being a community which encourages tourism, yet many feel does not provide adequate up to date technology to serve our residents as well as the area’s visitors. Mayor Dobis shared his latest information as to his meeting with a representative from Verizon and that a packet with a letter of concern, from the mayor, along with copies of the petition signatures will be sent to Verizon and AT&T. The mayor asked for council approval to pursue this matter. So approved.
Alcona County Chamber of Commerce has asked permission from the city to use the upper parking lot at the Harbor for two weeks beginning July 5, 2016 through July 20, 2016 to raise a tent on that area for the annual Antique Show on July 9 and 10th, 2016 and the 22nd annual Wine and Food Festival on Saturday, July 16, 2015. Motion by Baird, support by Luenberger to give permission for the use of the upper parking lot at the Harbor for those dates. Motion carried: 5-0. 
Alcona County Chamber of Commerce is also requesting permission for the use of the Harbor area/City property for 4th of July Fireworks on July 2, 2016. Motion by Thomas, support by Luenberger to use Harbor area/City property for 4th of July Fireworks on Saturday, July 2, 2016. Motion carried: 5-0.
Mayor Dobis reported to council and guests about the proposed Harbor Park Schematic Design Plan Proposal. A local community organization came to the mayor with a proposal for upgrading the children’s park area at the Harbor. Mayor Dobis contacted the city’s representative from NEMCOG to tell of the proposal. NEMCOG is very pleased with the plan since it works in conjunction with the city Recreation Plan. NEMCOG advised the mayor as to the next steps to take as well as encouraging him to expand the plan and include additional items in the request. NEMCOG also informed the mayor of grant money available for the project. 
Motion by Baird, support by Kaiser to approve the services of OHM Engineering, to create a schematic design for the city for the Harbor area playground, existing pavilion and an additional pavilion to be erected directly across from Harbor Park in the amount of $1500 to be paid in a lump sum according to the Standard Terms and Conditions contract submitted by OHM. Motion carried: 5-0.
REPORTS

Clerk Pierce reported the Summer Concert dates have been set for July 6, 13, 20, 27 and August 3, 2016. There are three elections scheduled for 2016. The Presidential Primary in the state is Tuesday, March 8, 2016. The State and Local Primary is Tuesday, August 2, 2016 and the General Election is Tuesday, November 8, 2016. The City Mayor, Clerk, Treasurer and three council members, Ward I-Karen Sanderson, Ward II-Jim Kaiser, Ward III- Michael Baird, are up for re-election in 2016. Two Plumbing and Heating business have been in contact with the city concerning the issue of winterizing the upper floor of the VFW building. No firm estimates have been received. 
Treasurer Keerl informed that the state has set new millage and property limits. Treasurer Keerl is also looking for any pictures of the city that can be used for the city website update. Contact the city at harrisville1905@hotmail.com if anyone has anything to share.
Harbor Commissioner Baird shared that the next Harbor Commission meeting is set for April, 2016. Phase II of the Harbor Plan is to remove the rest of the dredge material from the dewatering site.
Planning Commissioner Baird reports that the next Planning Commission meeting will be Wednesday, January 27, 2016 at 6:30 pm at the city offices. This will be a Public Hearing  meeting to invite input from residents as to the draft city Recreation Plan. A telephone conference will also take place with a representative from NEMCOG as to the progress of the city Master Plan.
Comment Cards: Guest Patty Thomas shared her concern about the state’s passage of a bill which disallows any public meetings to discuss the elections, 60 days prior to an election.
Council Last Comments: Alderman Baird voiced concerns about the clearing of sidewalks of snow. A thank you to Paul and Judie Labadie for the pickup of the decorative Christmas trees along Main Street this post season. 
Next City Council meeting February 8, 2016 at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Dobis moved meeting to be adjourned.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.
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